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This is the SEN Information Report 2026-2027 for Knotty Ash Primary School, Nursery and Deaf Resource Base.

Welcome to our SEN Information Report. All governing bodies of maintained schools and maintained nursery schools and the proprietors of academy schools have the legal duty to publish information on their website about implementation of the governing body’s or the proprietor’s policy for pupils with SEND. This published information is updated annually.

At Knotty Ash Primary School, we value and are committed to working together with all members of our school community. Our Local Offer has been produced with pupils, parents/carers, governors and members of staff. We would welcome your feedback and future involvement in the review of our offer, so please do contact us. The best people to contact this year are:

Miss Andrea Kerr (SENCO)

Email: a.kerr@knottyashprimary.co.uk
SEND Governor: Rev. Julia Jesson (contactable via school office)


If you have specific questions about the Liverpool Local Offer please go to: https://liverpool.gov.uk/localoffer
Alternatively, if you think your child may have SEND please speak to their class teacher in the first instance.

At Knotty Ash we recognise that pupils learn at different rates and that there are many factors affecting achievement, including ability, emotional state, age and maturity. We are a mainstream Primary School with a Deaf
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Resource Base (DRB). As an IQM Flagship School for Inclusion, we ensure that all children are valued members of our school community. We are a Bronze Accredited My Happyminds School, this means we have demonstrated our commitment to building a wellbeing culture for our entire school community. At Knotty Ash, we aim to identify needs as they arise and provide teaching and learning contexts, which enable every child to develop morally, spiritually, academically and physically to their full potential.

The kinds of Special Educational Needs for which Knotty Ash Primary School makes provision are:
· Cognition, Learning and Environment (the child’s understanding of work and their independent learning skills e.g. dyslexia, moderate learning difficulties, dyspraxia)
· Communication and Interaction (language development and understanding)
· Physical and Sensory (e.g. hearing/visual impairment, physical development)
· Social, mental and emotional health (Social and behaviour difficulties)

[bookmark: _Hlk227069520]Knotty Ash Primary School’s provision is further explained in the SEND Policy and the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy as well as the Local Authority’s Local Offer. Deaf Resource Base provision is explained in the Knotty Ash Deaf Resource Base Provision document. Further information on admissions to DRB is available through Liverpool Sensory Service.

	General School Details:

	School Name:
	Knotty Ash Primary School

	School website address:
	www.knottyashprimaryschool.co.uk

	

	Type of school:
	Primary & Nursery School

	Description of school:
	Community

	Does our school have resource base? Yes or No

If Yes please provide a brief description.
	Yes


Our school has a deaf resource base, which has a capacity of 11 children.

	Number on roll:
	233

	% of children at the school with SEND:
	36.5%

	Date of last Ofsted:
	March 2022

	Awards that the school holds:
	Flagship school for Inclusion, Liverpool Reading quality mark, Liverpool
Counts quality mark, Arts mark, Liverpool Writing quality mark
My Happymind Bronze Accredited 

	Accessibility information about the school:
	Fully accessible to wheelchairs



Our Approach as a school:
High quality first teaching and additional interventions are defined through our person- centred planning approach across the school, contributing to our provision management arrangements. These processes help us to regularly review and record what we offer all children or young people in our care and what we offer additionally. These discussions also serve to embed our high expectations amongst staff about quality first teaching and learning. We make it a point to discuss aspirations with all of our learners. This is a whole- school approach and this report will promote how we underpin this practice across our classrooms, pastoral care and support arrangements.

Underpinning all of our provision in school is the GRADUATED APPROACH cycle of:
[image: ]
All teachers are responsible for every child in their care, including those with special educational needs and disabilities. (Reference: SEND Code of Practice 0-25yrs)

ASSESS

Our teaching staff (teachers and learning support assistants) should work with the SENDCO (Miss Kerr) to assess your child’s needs, so that they then receive the right support. In school we have many different ways that we can assess children. The children’s progress is monitored, right across the school; all staff will meet with our SENDCo and members of the SLT for pupil progress meeting, and children requiring additional support are identified and ways forward planned. We work all of our interventions from a baseline assessment in order for us to have a starting point. We then have an informal review, roughly half way through, to ensure that the intervention is having the desired effect.
There is a formal assessment at the end of each intervention.

There are 4 main areas of Special Educational Needs we consider when assessing and planning for pupils’ needs:

1. Communication and Interaction
2. Cognition and Learning
3. Social, Emotional and Mental Health
4. Physical and Sensory Needs

In consultation with parents, pupils, class teacher and SENDCo (if appropriate), we will identify pupil’s strengths and barriers to learning. This is achieved through tracking and monitoring all data relating to pupil’s progress.

PLAN

If, after the assessments have been carried out, we feel as though a child does require additional support, we would hold initial discussions with our parents. We will then agree upon a plan of how best to support the child. A personal plan (or Pupil Passport) will be drawn up so that a personal provision plan can be created. This should show how the outcomes will be met, specifying time scales, which is normal 6-10 weeks. Outcomes can be met through a range of strategies including differentiated teaching, targeted interventions, adapted resources or access to outreach services if available via Consortia or the Local Offer.


DO

We will then put the plan into place. This will usually be carried by the adults directly working within the child’s class. Sometimes we may require teachers from other parts of the school to support a child. If any external support is required to meet the needs of the plan, the SENDCo will organise and collate all of this information.

REVIEW

We will review your child’s progress on the date that we have agreed. In some cases, the informal review has identified that the provision is not having an impact, the review will be brought forward and new targets are set. The review information gathered is used to identify the next steps and future provision for the pupil. As part of the review process, the views of the pupil and their parents/carers are considered to inform future provision.

Having consulted with the children and their parents, all our additional provision (internal or external) is based on an agreed outcomes approach and these are discussed with the professionals that offer the support to your child and hold both our internal/external providers ourselves to account.

	What extra support we bring in to help us meet SEND: specialist services, external expertise and how we work together?
	Our school works in partnership with a number of external providers, who support us in the assessment and management plan of our pupils. These providers are as follows:

Aroa Educational Psychology Ltd
Together Trust – occupational therapy, speech and language support, behavioural support
Liverpool SALT Services Liverpool OT Service
Liverpool Physiotherapy Service 
Mental Health Support Team
SENISS
Beautiful New Beginnings


This support is provided is both bought in
privately, accessed via referrals or provided through Consortia.

	What strategies, programmes, resources are used to support pupils with ASC and social communication difficulties?
	Adapted curriculum
Personalised support plans
Specialist support/advice from outside agencies
Individual workstations Personalised reward systems Visual routines and timetables Lego Therapy
Socially Speaking Social Stories 
Sensory Circuit/Programmes
Bucket Therapy 

	What strategies, programmes, resources are used to support pupils with speech and language difficulties?
	Intervention from a Speech Therapist Personalised speech and language programme
PECS BSL
WELLCOMM
Blank Level Questionning
Colourful Semantics

	Strategies to support the development of literacy (reading/writing)
	Specific identified targets 1:1/small group intervention
Handwriting/fine motor skill intervention Pre teaching
Reading rulers/coloured overlays 
Reading Explorers – school designed reading programme
1:1 reading programme
Read, Write, Inc
Benchmark Reading 
Salford Reading Test

	Strategies to support the development of mathematics
	Specific identified targets 1:1/small group intervention 
Pre teaching
First Class @ Number
Same day maths intervention system White Rose Maths Scheme of work
White Rose TA Hub
Fluency Bee – White Rose maths
TT RockStars

	Strategies used to support child mental health and wellbeing
	Bereavement counselling 
Structured support during break/lunch times
Pastoral Support
Emotional Literacy
Play Therapy Intervention 
Sensory Circuit/Programme
MHST
Calming spaces around school
Drawing for Talking 
My Happyminds
Beautiful New Beginnings


How children are supported in our Deaf Resource Base (DRB)

Please follow the link for more information on the DRB: https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/knotty-ash-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/a6da2a14-9a1c-45ca-b188-76fa97a606d4/knotty-ash-deaf-   resource-base-provision.pdf


1. How does the school know if children/ young people need extra help and what should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?

· All pupils are rigorously tracked in literacy and numeracy skills. If there are concerns about progress or if any child needs extra support, then this is identified early and acted upon. This may lead to additional support in lessons or small group / individual intervention. The nature and timings of intervention will be individually determined. Teachers monitor the success of any additional support and interventions, judging their effectiveness by the impact on pupil’s progress.
· If your child is new to our school, then progress will be discussed with the previous school or nursery.
· If you think your child has special needs and this has not already been identified by the school, then an appointment can be made to see the class teacher, SENCo or Headteacher and your child’s needs can then be discussed.

2. How will school staff support my child?


SEND provision is primarily delivered by class teachers and support staff through their usual differentiated teaching methods. This is known in our school as UNIVERSAL provision. Children will have access to a range of resources e.g. visual aids, concrete materials to move, timers, word-banks, iPads, sloped writing boards, writing grips etc where appropriate to support them in accessing the curriculum and developing independent learning. Each class has a Learning Support Assistant, who is able to support the children with their learning and deliver interventions under the guidance of the teacher. On some occasions additional and different provision will be made available to children through TARGETED support and SPECIALIST support; this may mean withdrawing them from the classroom for specific teaching. This graduated response ensures all children are provided with a highly personalised level of support. In some cases, and in agreement with parents, advice and support may be obtained from specialist teachers from outside agencies, who in some instances may work with the child in school where they feel it is appropriate.
· 
· The school SENCo will keep in touch with all class teachers, Teaching Assistants and Curriculum Leaders to ensure that your child’s needs are met and targets in their SEN Support Plan / Pupil Passport are reviewed. The frequency of the support your child receives will depend on their level of need. If the children make accelerated progress and are working back in line with national expectations they will no longer have an outcomes managed plan, but will still be monitored to ensure they continue to make expected progress.
· The SENCo/class teacher will involve parents in all support plans for your child. School staff will measure the impact of the support given to your child and the progress your child is making. Appointments can be made to discuss progress. We ensure that we discuss a child’s progress with parents a minimum of 3 times per academic year.
· There is a designated governor who monitors SEND and ensures the school is providing appropriate support for children.
3. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?


· The school recognises that children are at different levels in their learning and learn in different ways. To support all children, the school delivers the curriculum in different ways. We offer small group support and individual support when needed. Further information is available in the school’s Teaching and Learning Policy.

· We understand that children learn at their own pace so we closely monitor progress and adjust SEN Support Plans accordingly. All parents are invited to contribute to their child’s Support Plan and we will keep you informed of any progress that is made in meeting the targets in the plan.

· There are staff in school that are highly trained and are able to deliver a wide range of interventions supporting a wide range of needs.

· Our Knotty Ash Inclusive Curriculum is designed to be accessible to all learners with a focus on the fundamental social concepts of Oxfam’s Global Citizenship programme. Historical and geographical links to modern day issues are explicitly made and issues of self- identity, diversity and respect are taught in dedicated units as well as being ongoing themes which run throughout the curriculum. This means that children have opportunity to consider fundamental issues of identity, diversity, society and environment at a level appropriate to their cognition and language.

4. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?

The school keeps in close contact with parents about their child’s overall wellbeing. To support the development of positive behaviours and friendship groups we have a variety of buddy systems where older pupils ensure that children are not isolated or bullied, such as our Play Leaders who support all children in building friendships. We use PSHE and Philosophy 4 Children (P4C) lessons to teach children how to communicate effectively and respectfully. 

· We have named staff who are trained to administer any medicines your child may need.

· Children are always involved in their SEN Support Plans so that they can input into the support they need and understand what areas they need to work on.

· An outline of Universal, Targeted and Specialist support for mental health, emotional need and wellbeing is detailed in the school’s Mental Health and Wellbeing Policy.

5. What specialist	services	and expertise	are	available	at,	or accessed by the school?

· [bookmark: _Hlk227070630]The school has a Deaf Resource Base. More information on the DRB is available on the school’s website under the Knotty Ash Deaf Resource Base Provision document. Children in DRB have daily BSL (British Sign Language) tuition from a Deaf Educational Instructor, teaching and planned provision from a Teacher of the Deaf (ToD) and regular teaching and planning from a Highly Specialist SLT (Speech and Language therapist).

· The school receives support from the Educational Psychology Service and SENISS (Special Educational Needs Integrated Support Service).

· We can make referrals, with parents’ consent, to many specialist services including CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service) and SLT (Speech and Language Therapy Service).

· School	commissions	support	from	specialist	services	including

MHST (Mental Health Support Team), Liverpool Occupational Therapy Services, Together Trust and Beautiful New Beginnings. 

· School staff have regular training in SEND specialist areas.

· When necessary, we can access the expertise of teachers from other schools in their Primary Consortium.

6. What training do the staff supporting children and young people with SEND receive?

· The SENCo attends Local Authority Briefings to keep up to date with any legislative changes in SEND.
· The SENCo and Headteacher attend half-termly meetings of the local Primary SEND Consortium, which co-ordinated SEND support across local schools.
· The SENCo and support staff can access training through their Primary Consortium.
· School staff have regular training in SEND specialist areas.
· Relevant staff have received specialist training in:
· Down Syndrome
· ASD
· Sensory Processing Difficulties
· Multi-Sensory Impairment 
· British Sign Language 
· Safe Handling
· ADHD
· Selective mutism
· Speech and Language
· Mental health and wellbeing



7. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

· Provision for trips, including residential visits, will be made for all pupils in consultation with parents. Individual adjustments will be made as necessary to meet emotional and physical needs. This may involve a specific risk assessment to identify any additional support needs. We always aim to ensure full participation.

8. How accessible is the school?


· The school building and playgrounds are fully accessible to wheelchair users.
· Forest school and school field are partially accessible to wheelchairs with tracks to enable access around areas of these sites.
· All alarms are suitable for deaf children and colleagues.
· Doorways and corridors are compliant for people with visual impairments and multi-sensory impairment.
· All events are made accessible to deaf children and families through use of interpreters and/or signing by children/adults in school. Deaf families can contact school staff through Typetalk software or dedicated iPhone number for texting.
· All meetings with deaf families are interpreted using BSL.
· All children in school learn BSL in order to enable friendships and collaboration.
· Support can be accessed through the EMTAS team for any parents/children with English as an additional language.

9. How will the school support my child to join the school and how will the school support my child in transferring to the next stage of education?

· You will be invited to look around the school and meet senior staff. Your child will also be invited to visit and stay for a short session before starting school.
· We will contact any early years’ settings, or other schools your child has attended to gather information about their needs.


· We will contact any specialist services that support your child and ask you to invite them to a Team Around the Child meeting at school to ensure that we are working in partnership to achieve the best outcomes for your child.
· We support pupils moving to new settings and Key Stages by making opportunities available to them to attend the new setting for discreet activities, assemblies and playtimes.
· We develop a transition plan in partnership with you, your child, the new setting and specialist staff supporting your child to ensure that they enjoy a smooth transition.

10. How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to a child’s or young person’s special needs?

· The school’s SEND budget is allocated to meet the needs of the children on the SEND List.
· The progress and attainment of all children is tracked and resources are allocated according to need.
· The SEN budget is used to ensure that school staff are qualified and trained to support your child and to purchase specialist help if needed. For example, we purchase a Service Level Agreement with Educational Psychology and The Together Trust.
· We also use the budget to ensure that children’s individual needs are met from via specific interventions and programmes and learning/support equipment, where appropriate.

11. How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child receives?

· In school we adopt a graduated response to meeting need. This means we record concerns about a pupil at pupil profile meetings and determine a timescale for a classroom based intervention and expected outcome.
· We will consult with you on progress and if expected outcomes are not met agree a timescale for withdrawal from class to a small group intervention.
· We will review with you the impact of interventions and if appropriate access further support from outreach services at the Primary Consortium.


· We will always plan your child’s support with you, review progress and try to meet needs within our own resources.
· If your child requires additional specialist support, we will discuss with you the pathways to more specialist support/provision.

12. How do I apply for a place at the school for my child with SEND?

· In-year admissions for children with EHC plan are co-ordinated by the local authority SEND team. Criteria for admissions are available from www.liverpool.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school- admissions/
Knotty Ash Primary School recognise that there are very few criteria upon which children with an EHC plan can be denied a place at the school. Our aim is to make whatever adjustments are required to ensure that we can meet all levels of need.

· [image: ]DRB admissions are co-ordinated through the local authority Sensory Service. The school has a Service Level Agreement with the LA, which explains eligibility criteria:



















13. How are parents involved in the school? How can I be involved?


· We have an open door policy.
· We are happy to offer individual appointments to discuss specific issues with you about your child’s progress.


· We hold regular parents’ evenings for you to talk to your child’s teachers about their progress.
· We invite specialist agencies into school to talk to you about how they can support you and your child.
· We hold parent workshop and surgeries for you to talk to specialist services.
· We hold regular family events, open evenings etc.


14. Who can I contact for further information?


· The first point of contact if you would like to discuss something about your child is the class teacher at an appropriate time. They will then pass on any concerns to the SENDCo who may then make an appointment with you to discuss your child’s needs in further detail.
· All members of staff within the school have a role in your child’s education and they are all trained to ensure that they can provide appropriate support and guidance.
· The Head of School is Miss Clements
· The SENDCo is Miss Kerr
· The Head of Deaf Resource Base is Mrs Alex Rigg


If you require more information about our school please go to our school website: www.knottyashprimaryschool.co.uk
If you would like to talk to a member of staff please contact your child’s teacher, the SENCo or the Head Teacher.
The Local Offer can be found in the Family Services Directory on the city council website: www.liverpool.gov.uk

Linked Policies:


· SEND Policy
· Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy
· Teaching and Learning Policy
· Mental Health and Wellbeing Policy
· Accessibility Plan
· Knotty Ash Deaf Resource Base Provision

Please also refer to the school SEND Parental Documents for more detailed information on our full list of support, therapies and interventions that the school offers.
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The primary need of the child is a hearing loss which wil be at least severe to profound as identified
by appropriate qualified specialists.

‘The pupil wil also have all of the following factors taken into account:

o Communication needs — recepiive and expressive spoken language is below the
average range for their hearing age

© The need for a British Sign Language or Sign Supported English environment
(includes both staff and peers)

o The need for a Deaf and mainstream peer group

Significant _demonstrable difficulty accessing the curriculum within a mainstream

setting, even with training, support, specialist equipment and considerable reasonable

adjustments

o Al pupils accessing the resource provision are to have their needs identified formally
through an Education, Health and Care Plan prior to attending.

In exceptional situations, LCC will consider pupils without a severe to profound hearing loss if itis
agreed the provision is suitable, is most appropriate and can meet the pupil's needs.





image1.png




