
FRIDAY 31st JANUARY 2025 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This week saw the conclusion of Mrs 

O’Hanlon’s REACT groups for Mental Health. 

The sessions were adapted to meet the needs 

of our youngest pupils too. The sessions 

involved looking at anxieties and worries and 

giving the children strategies that they can 

use to help themselves feel better. These 

included exercising, meditation, Yoga, 

drawing and breathing techniques. The 

children found the sessions fun and enjoyed 

their celebration session when they received 

their certificates. We will also be taking part 

in Mental Health Week starting on Monday 

highlighting that Mental Health is everybody's 

business. 

Next week we’ll also be celebrating 

Storytelling Week as well as NSPCC Number 

Day on Friday… so there’s lots to look forward 

to! 

Best wishes for a lovely weekend, Miss Clements (Miss CB!) 

 





We Need You to be a Parent Governor 

You may have seen an email from school asking for Parent 

Governors.  We have two vacancies to join our friendly 

governing board, who meet once every 6 weeks to hear about 

school developments, ask questions and offer suggestions.  

There are documents to read, and it is a commitment but it’s 

very rewarding and interesting.  If you’d like a chat to find out 

more, please pop into school or give me a ring.  



This month, at Knotty Ash Primary School we’ve extended our partnership 

with Zero Food Waste.  We are now hosting events in the school hall on a 

Saturday and Sunday evening.   

Bags of food need to be booked in advance (see below for how to do this.)  It’s 

not a food bank; it’s saving food from landfill :)   

 

We are really pleased to be able to 

help with this good cause, but rest 

assured we are also working hard to 

make sure the school site is safe and 

there is minimal disruption to the 

local community.  



Nursery 

 

Happy Lunar New Year to everyone! 

This week we have been finding out all about Lunar New Year. We have been finding out 

about how people prepare for New Year and how they celebrate New Year. We have been 

making Chinese Dragon puppets, we have been playing in our Chinese restaurant role 

play area and we have a fine motor skills Lunar New Year tough tray . We went in the hall 

to do some Dragon and lion dancing and we played our home made musical instruments.  

In PE we continued to practise  our ball skills and in phonics we learned the sounds s and 

a . We also asked Fred Frog to help us blend sounds to make words.  

In maths we ordered numbers 0-5 and 6-10 and looked for missing numbers.  



Reception 

 



Year 1 

This week we started off celebrating National Geographic Day! The children enjoyed 
learning about what it was and explored the North and South Poles. We learnt that pen-
guins keep their eggs on their feet and put their fur over them to keep them warm. They 
also learnt that the Arctic is in the North Pole and Antarctic is in the South Pole. Their 
favourite part of all was watching the penguins, on the top of a very tall cliff, see if they 
were brave enough to jump into the water to swim for the very first time.  

In Maths, we've been exploring numbers to 20. They've worked really hard and picked 
up this new concept well. In English, we've began immersing ourselves into the story 
Hermelin which is about a detective mouse. He helps the people in his street find miss-
ing things but when people see him, they think he's a pest. We've explored the story by 
looking at questions we would ask Hermelin as well as writing as if we had lost our own 
precious belongings. During our Art lesson, the children used their work from last week 
to create a collage inspired by Eloise Renouf. They really enjoyed seeing their ideas 
come to life as a group.  



Year 2 

Happy New Year everybody - Chinese New Year of course. Year 2 seized the opportunity 
to develop their Geography skills on National Geographic Day by using an Atlas to 
explore the country with a billion citizens. We looked at some of the famed festival's 
traditions, including hongbao (the red, money-filled envelopes given to children as gifts), 
the dragon dancing , the flying lanterns and the fireworks. This Sunday there will be a 
parade in town and, in fact, many other events throughout the weekend. I hope you get 
an opportunity to visit our famous Chinatown and take advantage of the festivities! In 
addition to enjoying Geography, the children have been exploring issues surrounding 
wants, needs and our rights; the designer Eloise Renouf in Art; exploring 2D and 3D 
shapes in Maths and observing and measuring the root systems of our planted pea seeds 
in Science. In English, the teachers have been teaching the new reading scheme for a few 
weeks now and already I can hear parents at the classroom door talking about how their 
child's reading has progressed. Hopefully you have noticed too! Have a great weekend 
everybody. Xīnnián hǎo! 

A mysterious habitat 

appeared in our classroom! 

In Art, we created a collage 

using our tree designs 

inspired by British artist 

Eloise Renouf. 



Year 3 

We've had a great week in Year 3. The children really enjoyed learning about a mouth 

and foot artists from called Amir from Nepal who doesn't have use of his legs. The 

children found it difficult to produce their own artwork using only their feet or their 

mouths. They have loved their Water topic, looking at water safety on National 

Geographic Day. We are looking forward to having some experts in on Monday. We have 

also been keeping fit working on jumping and balancing in PE. 



Year 4 

What a busy week in year 4! We have been learning all about the water cycle in science 

and we spent our Monday afternoon celebrating National Geographic Day by exploring 

their '20 Cool Facts About Water!' In Maths we have been focusing on multiplying by 10 

and 100 using counters and place value charts. In English we have been learning about 

the features of a poem, focusing on the poem 'The River' by a fantastic poet called 

Valarie Bloom.  



Year 5 

 

It’s been another great week in Year 5! We are always working away at such a wonderful 

variety of things! In History, we have absolutely loved investigating and researching one 

of the most amazing people to ever live, Irena Sendler! We are then going to write a 

biography on Irena Sendler next week. In Maths, we have smashed some equivalent 

fractions.  The children have explored both drawing them and also multiplying the 

numerator and denominator to find equivalents. Year 5 have also really enjoyed creating 

volcanoes out of recycled cardboard as we have been learning about the different types 

of volcanoes.  For PE, we added a few more dance steps to our Jitterbug! What a 

fabulous week! 



DRB 1 

This week in infant DRB, we took part in the North West Deaf Boccia Tournament at Green-
bank and had an amazing time. Everyone gave it their best effort, showing fantastic coordi-
nation, self-control, and accuracy. While we didn’t win this year, we made wonderful mem-
ories and truly enjoyed the experience!  

In Language, we’re now halfway through Hansel and Gretel, and our story retelling skills 
are improving every day! The children are becoming more confident in bringing the story to 
life.  

We also celebrated Chinese New Year, learning about The Great Race and the significance 
of this year’s zodiac animal—the Snake! To mark the occasion, we created spiral snake art-
work and even made some vibrant dragons. 

In EYFS, we’ve been working on story matching, pairing pictures from One Snowy 
Night with Ann signs to help us remember the characters and their meanings. We also 
placed toy animals inside gloves, added water, and popped them into the freezer. What do 
you think will happen next? We can’t wait to find out! 

Looking forward to another fun-filled week ahead! 



DRB 2 

This week got off to a fantastic start as we attended the annual North West Deaf Boccia 
event at Greenbank Sports Centre. Boccia is a wonderfully inclusive sport, and it was 
heartwarming to see everyone fully engaged, supporting one another, and having fun. 

On Wednesday, we celebrated Chinese New Year! The children explored Chinese culture 
and traditions, learning about the significance of the zodiac animals and how each year is 
named. They then got creative with a range of Chinese-themed craft activities, which 
they thoroughly enjoyed. 

In maths, teamwork was the focus as the children worked together to solve addition 
problems. It was great to see them supporting and encouraging each other while 
building their problem-solving skills. 

Our PE lessons this week centred around ‘balance.’ The children practiced their balancing 
skills by following different markings in the hall, before taking on the challenge of a three
-legged walk—much to their excitement and amusement! 



 Congratulations to Year 5! 

Every child should be in school every day,  

unless they are too ill.  

Whole school attendance this week  93.8% 

Class attendance winners Year 5  97.9% 

Class Attendance 

Reception 93.8% 

Year 1 88.5% 

Year 2 94.8% 

Year 3 96.3% 

Year 4 92.9% 

Year 5 97.9% 

Year 6 92.6% 



 About Family Magazine 

 Inside, parents will find useful advice on; 

• Internet Safety 

• Adult Education  

• St John Ambulance Advice - Child 
Choking 

• How To Help Kids Eat Healthily 

• Family Events in the area 

• Plus more…. 

 Link below: 

 www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool 

 

 

Lydiate Learning Trust’s January Online Newsletter 

 

http://www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool




Leadership Team 

Miss Clements Headteacher 

Mr England  Deputy Headteacher & SENDCo 

Ms Sweeney  Head of Deaf Resource Base 

Mrs O’Hanlon Forest School and Mental Health Lead 

Mrs Carson  School Business Manager 

 

Teachers 

Mrs Davies  Nursery 

Mrs England  Reception 

Mrs Nugent  Year 1 

Mr Houghton Year 2 

Mrs O’Hanlon/Mrs Cartwright Year 3 

Miss Kerr Year 4 

Mr Hall  Year 5 

Miss Hunter  Year 6 

Mrs Woods  DRB 1 

Mrs Rigg   DRB 2 



 

Monday 27th January  National Geographic Day 

Thursday 30th January Climate Change workshop in Y6 

Monday 3rd February  Y3&Y4 Wateraid workshops 

5th—7th February   Y3&Y4 residential trip to Willersley Castle 

Tuesday 11th February  Reception class trip to Blue Planet Aquarium 

17th—21st February  HALF TERM 

Monday 24th February INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Monday 3rd March  Y5&Y6 trip to Imperial War Museum 

Wednesday 5th March Lydiate Learning Trust launch—after   

       school event for families 

Thursday 6th March  World Book Day 

Friday 4th April   End of term 

 

Term dates for this year and next year are available on the school 

website: 

School Term Dates and Inset Days – Knotty Ash Primary School  

https://knottyashprimaryschool.co.uk/school-term-dates-and-inset-days/


The latest edition of the Liverpool Parenting Newsletter is here. 

www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool  

You will find new information about local support available for families and 
children in Liverpool, along with information regarding events and activities 
on offer running from March to May 2023.   
 
We have also been sent information about Family Learning and Engagement 
Courses run by LCC Adult Learning Service.  This can be found on our school 
website, link here: 
https://knotty-ash-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/family-information-
and-support/ 
 
For families in receipt of benefits related free school meals, there are a varie-
ty of activities over the Summer break, all of which are free and include a 
meal: 
https://merseyplay.com/summer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023/  

 
Locally, St John’s Church offer a range of community groups and activities for 
families: 
https://www.stjohnsknottyash.org/our-community 
 
There’s also a range of groups and activities available at Yew Tree Children’s 

Centre for parents whose children are 0-5 years.  

https://liverpool.gov.uk/children-and-families/early-years-and-childcare/

childrens-centres/yew-tree-childrens-centre/ 

http://www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmerseyplay.com%2Fsummer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDobbingS%40liverpoolcity.mail.onmicrosoft.com%7Cfa610ad4fa6e4b4ca31d08db68308f15%7C270f62b38ca44d638a80ffcb1f61fe04%7C




 

60 kids' lunchbox recipes | BBC Good Food  

School packed lunch inspiration | BBC Good Food  

Healthy packed lunches - British Nutrition Foundation  

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/school-lunch-recipes
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/school-packed-lunch-inspiration
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/putting-it-into-practice/make-healthier-choices/healthy-packed-lunches/


  Is my child too ill for school? 

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school or nursery when they're unwell. 

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't. 

If you do keep your child at home, it's important to phone the school or nursery on the first day. Let them know 
that your child won't be in and give them the reason. 

If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, such as a cold sore or 

head lice, let their teacher know. 

Other illnesses  Follow this advice for other illnesses: 

Coughs and colds 

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever, keep them off 
school until the fever goes. 

Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 

High temperature 

If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away. 

Chickenpox 

If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. 

This is usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared. 

Cold sores 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a  cold sore. 

Encourage them not to touch the blister or to share things like cups and towels. 

Conjunctivitis 

You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. 

Get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly. 

COVID-19 
If your child has mild symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and feels well enough, they 
can go to school.  Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if they 
have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either: 

• have a high temperature 

• do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities 

Ear infection 

If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off school until they're 
feeling better or their high temperature goes away. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand, foot and mouth disease 

If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough, there’s no need to keep them off  school. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to wash their hands regularly. 

Head lice and nits 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice but tie hair back. 
You can treat head lice and nits without seeing a GP. 

Impetigo 

If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a GP, often with antibiotics. 
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they start antibiotic 
treatment. 
Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share things like towels and cups . 

Ringworm 

If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should see a GP. 
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment. 

Scarlet fever 

If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise they'll be infectious 
for 2 to 3 weeks. 
Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting antibiotics. 

Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease) 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because, once the rash ap-
pears, they're no longer infectious. 

But let the school or teacher know if you think your child has slapped cheek syndrome. 

Sore throat 

You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a high temperature, they 
should stay at home until it goes away. 

A sore throat and a high temperature can be symptoms of tonsillitis. 

Threadworms 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms. 

Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment. 

Vomiting and diarrhoea 

Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school until they have not been sick or had diarrhoea 
for at least 2 days (48 hours). 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tonsillitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/

