
FRIDAY 6th & 13th DECEMBER 2024 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Our big news this week was a 

visit from Santa on Tuesday!  He 

and Mrs Claus spent the 

afternoon with us and read a 

story to every class, even doing a 

Q&A with Year 6!   

After-school, they met lots of 

children and families in the Grotto, assisted by our very 

ow Knotty Ash elves!  

A huge thank you to Santa, Mrs Claus and the elves for 

making Tuesday so much fun! 

Another massive thank you has to go to  the ‘Grotto 

Team’ (Mr Jones, Mrs French, Miss Fisher and 

Mrs Edwards)  for 

creating the best 

grotto in the whole 

of Liverpool! 

 

 

 



Christmas Performances 

This week, classes have been spending every spare minute getting ready for 

next week’s Christmas performances.  Some classes had dress rehearsals 

today and they were brilliant!   

Thank you for completing your ticket orders on Google.  We have a list for 

each performance so we’ll tick your names off at the door, as in previous 

years.  If you haven’t heard from us, then please assume that your 4 tickets 

have been allocated as you’ve requested. 

If you need to change your booking, please let us know in advance so that our 

risk assessments are accurate. 

 

Staff Updates 

Miss Johnson, who has been ill for a while but was a Lunchtime  Assistant here 

for many years, is leaving us.  She’s been a lovely member of the team here as 

a volunteer, an apprentice and an employee.  We’re all going to miss her, and 

wish her well in the future. 

Miss Panozzo, who supports children’s learning in y6, and also teaches 

Spanish across KS2, has been successful in her ambition to work in  a 

secondary school.  She’s made an enormous difference to the children she’s 

worked with, and we wish her the very best of success in her future career. 

Miss Mills joined us a couple of weeks ago, as a Teaching Assistant in Year 5.  

It’s great to have her in the KA family!  

Miss Pierssene is going to be joining the Deaf Resource Base team next week 

and we’re looking forward to welcoming her on board. 



 



 About Family Magazine 

 

 Inside, parents will find useful 
 advice on; 

• New Children’s Book Reviews 

• Internet Safety 

• Adult Education  

• St John Ambulance Advice - Child 
Choking 

• How To Help Kids Eat Healthily 

• Panto ideas 

• Family Events in the area 

• Plus more…. 

 Link below: 

 

 www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool 

 

 

  

 If your child is eligible for benefits-related 

 free school meals, there are a range of 

 holiday activities on offer, all free of charge.  

 Just scan this QR code to find out more... 

http://www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool


Nursery 

This week our elves Bobby and Bella arrived from the North Pole . Sparkle our nursery 
horse went to fetch them from the North Pole and flew back to Liverpool . Bobby and 
Bella have been having lots of fun in class visiting the nativity scene to see Baby Jesus , 
playing hide and seek and drawing funny faces on the bananas.  

We wrote some letters to the elves to show Santa, telling him how kind and helpful 
we've been in nursery this term .  

On Tuesday we went to Forest School, we took part in a Christmas Scavenger Hunt , 
played hunt Christmas Bear and did some Christmas dancing .  

This week in maths we have been learning to use positional language . We were looking 
to see where Santa, the snowman and the Christmas tree were and using our words to 
tell our friends.  

We have been very busy doing Frosty day collages after our winter walk last week and 
lots of other Christmas arts and crafts. 



Nursery 

 

This week we have had a busy time practising our songs for our Christmas performance, 
learning the BSL signs and trying on our costumes.  

On Tuesday we had  some special  visitors from the North Pole, Santa and Mrs 
Claus  who came to see us in class and read us a lovely story. We also went to visit the 
amazing Christmas grotto .  

Our elves Bobby and Bella have been having a fun time in class this week. They mixed up 
all the numbers on the number line and painted pictures of Mrs Blower and Ms T . 

We have been doing lots of Christmas arts and crafts - calendars, cards, baubles letters to 
Santa etc. We enjoyed Christmas game day on Friday. We were very kind and all shared 
our toys with our friends . 



Reception 

Reception have had a lovely Christmassy week!! We had an unexpected 
visitor...Father Christmas appeared in our classroom  to read the children a story. 
They also had the opportunity to visit santas grotto!!  

The children have been learning facts about owls this week! They have made little 
owl fact books! We have had some wonderful pictures and writing!! 

The children have been busy making Christmas crafts. They have enjoyed being 
creative and are excited to take their creations home!!  



Year 1 

 

This week the children have been getting into the Christmas spirit. Santa came to 
visit our class and read them a story which they were all in awe of. They also visited 
Santa's grotto and enjoyed a wearing their Christmas jumpers. They've worked 
really hard on their Christmas performance; the children should be so proud of 
themselves. In English, the children wrote about their own Happiness Island 
describing what it would be like. In Maths, we've explored 3D shapes this week 
which the children have shown great progress in naming and describing different 
shapes. In computing, the children learnt how to insert a picture onto a word 
document. They ended the week with toy day which they all thoroughly enjoyed. 
The children played their games nicely with their friends which was lovely to see. 
We hope all our families have a lovely weekend before the last week in school as 
the week after will be our Christmas break. 



Year 2 

I'm so proud of the children in my class, still focusing and learning despite all of the 
Christmas distractions going on around them! In English, they've been reflecting on 
their own best memories of family, friendship, outside activities and games. They're 
going to use this self reflection to craft a story about visiting their own Happiness 
Island, using descriptive language. In Design and Technology, they completed their 
sewing project - creating and decorating hand puppets with felt, needle and thread. 
They also enjoyed forest school this week. They searched for Christmas emblems 
hidden around the area and enjoyed hide and seek and the mud cafe with their 
friends. I myself sampled a very earthy cappuccino... 

We've also managed to fit in some practice sessions for our upcoming Christmas 
performance too. The children are in fine voice I must say. Have a great weekend 
everyone!  



Year 2 

 

Christmas is so close in Year 2 that it is amazing we can get any work done at all - but we 
do manage somehow! In Mathematics, the children are developing their understanding of 
subtraction. They are completing sums using beads on a rekenrek, counters on a Ten 
Square and with Base Ten blocks too. We also try to give their skills some real world 
context too, whenever we can. We use online supermarkets to add up our 
shopping,  whether it's bread, eggs and beans or toys from Smyths, before taking away 
what we've spent from our budget. This helps us to understand how we will use these 
skills later in life. Plus, there's no harm in helping children to have a better understanding 
of how much things actually cost! In Science, we're looking at the senses. How particular 
parts of the body help us to engage with the world, to stay safe, but also to enjoy the 
wonderful sights, smells and sounds around us. Our study of the senses feeds into our 
English writing project too, as we are using sense adjectives to fully describe our 
important memories. 

We've also been studiously practicing our Christmas performance songs and poems 
(they're sounding wonderful already), as well as making crafts to sell at the fair. We mixed 
our own salt dough, shaped it into Christmas tree ornaments, asked Julie our school chef 
to bake them in the oven and then we painted them in festive colours.  It has to be said, 
the highlight of our week was a visit on Tuesday from Father Christmas and Mrs Claus! We 
sang a carol to them and then Santa read us a lovely story. The children were delighted.  
Goodbye for now from us busy bees. Have a great weekend! 



Year 3 

 

Year 3 have had a lovely week of festive activities. They began their week decorating 
and making Christmas decorations for the Fayre; the glitter was everywhere! Santa 
came to visit our class with Mrs Claus and we were able to see his grotto before the 
after school event. The children were happy to share what they'd like for Christmas. In 
Science we have been learning about our eyes and our sight. The children loved our 
experiment learning how our eyes change depending upon how much light there is. In 
English we have been looking at poetry for our performance and learning about Tilly 
Lockey and her bionic arms. In Maths we have been continuing our multiplication 
work and how to cross a hundred when doing addition and subtraction. The biggest 
part of our week has been practising our Christmas Performance on the stage. The 
children enjoyed our dress rehearsal for Ms CB and Mr England on Friday morning; 
they were very impressed! The children are now looking forward to performing it for 
you on Monday afternoon and Wednesday morning of next week.  



Year 4 

 

Year 4 have been busy this week rehearsing for our Christmas play! We are looking 

forward to performing for our families and it has got us in the Christmas spirit!   

In English we have been planning our magazine articles on the fantastic Tilly Lockey 
and we hope to have them published next week. 

In maths we have been continuing to focus on our times tables. Some of the children 
have been out with Mrs Rees to work on their bronze award for the 11 times tables!  

A highlight of this week has been our visit from Knowsley Safari park. They did a 
workshop with the class focusing on endangered animals and how we can protect 
them. This tied in well with our reading explores text this week, as we read a 
magazine article all about the Albatross and how the Albatross Task Force have been 
working to protect them from trawl fishing.  



Year 4 

 

Wow! What a busy but magical week in Year 4! We have been working hard each 
day rehearsing for our Christmas play and our dress rehearsal on Friday was 
smashing!! A massive well done to each and every one of our Year 4 children for 
beautiful singing and signing. In maths we have been completing our end of term 
assessments and in English we have been finishing of our drafts for our magazines 
which we will publish next week. We had a blast during our LFC foundation session, 
working in teams to play some different games in class. To top the week off we even 
had a special visit from none other than Father Christmas himself and the 
wonderful Mrs Claus!  



Year 5 

 

What a wonderful week it has been in Year 5. The children have worked really hard 
despite only having 2 weeks of the term left. In English, they wrote a persuasive letter 
to both L'Oréal and Sephora critiquing their use of edited photos in modelling 
campaigns. We continued to explore how influencers and company's edit their photos 
which can lead to confidence and mental health issues among many people - especially 
young people! In Maths, we have continued to look at factors and multiples. We have 
also enjoyed time with Tony from the LFC foundation and a visit from Santa. The 
children showed off their crafting skills by sewing some lovely card stockings! It's been a 
great week which ended with a dress rehearsal and an afternoon of board games! Epic! 



Year 6 

 

Year 6 have been getting into the festive spirit this week with some festive crafts, making 
Christmas trees in Forest school and lots of Christmas play practice. In class, we have 
been looking at beauty standards, body image and how to use persuasive language to 
reply to negative comments online. Year 6 wrote some great persuasive paragraphs in 
response to negative comments towards Katarina Johnson Thompson and their passion 
and understanding of the topic was amazing to see! We are looking forward to using 
these skills to write to different beauty companies next week to inspire change!  We also 
had a great visit from Knowsley safari park on Wednesday and really enjoyed exploring 
conservation and identifying different animals based on their features, it was definitely 
trickery than they though.  



Year 6 

 

 Year 6 have had a lovely week of festivities!  A highlight of the week would 
definitely be meeting Santa! Year 6 loved firing questions at him and Mrs Clause and 
found out all about life in the North Pole, the magic of present deliveries and even 
Santa's favourite beverage. Many of year 6 then later met Santa in the amazing 
grotto as well as buying their amazing Christmas clay decorations at the fair. On 
Tuesday, we also sadly had our final session with Tony from the LFC Foundation, but 
had loads of fun playing lots of different games! As well as the Christmas craziness, 
we have continued our topic on persuasion writing, creating some very powerful 
letters to persuade companies to stop editing their images and support body 
positivity.  In art, we started sewing this week, looking at a running stitch. Year 6 
showed great focus and we definitely have some secret sewers in the class, they 
were naturals! We have somehow even squeezed in some maths, plotting and 
reading co-ordinates and continuing our topic of fractions.  



This week, we’ve embraced the festive spirit in our classroom by putting up our Christmas 
tree! The children had so much fun decorating it with twinkling lights and festive touches, 
transforming our space into a Christmas wonderland. On Monday, we had some special 
visitors—mischievous elves who were even spotted hanging from our classroom door! 
These cheeky elves will be keeping an eye on who is working hard and displaying wonderful 
behaviour each day. 

The children have been busy rehearsing Christmas songs for our upcoming performances, 
signing them beautifully in BSL. They have been working so hard and we can’t wait to share 
these special moments with you all! 

This week in science, we’ve been learning all about our bodies, including identifying and 
labelling the five senses: sight, taste, hearing, smell, and touch.  

In EYFS, we’ve been strengthening our fine motor skills and upper body muscles with an 
exciting activity called ‘Scribble Disco.’ The children loved lying on their tummies, listening 
to lively music, and scribbling on large rolls of paper. This playful activity helps build the 
muscles in their hands while having loads of fun! 

It’s been such a busy and exciting week, filled with learning, creativity, and festive cheer! 

DRB 1 



DRB 1 

 

What a festive week we've had! We were thrilled to welcome a very special 
visitor—Father Christmas! With the help of his busy elves, one of our classrooms 
was transformed into a magical grotto. The children also had great fun creating 
beautiful Christmas decorations to take home—we hope you love them as much as 
we do! 

We’ve been working hard on our Christmas performance this week, and we’re so 
excited to share it with you next week. Keep an eye out for updates! 

To round off the week, we’ve been sharpening our addition skills using the part-
whole model and exploring the classic tale of Little Red Riding Hood. It’s been a 
week full of learning and festive cheer! 



On Monday morning we learned that Lola’s high school journey would begin the very next day. 
Lola is a bright, kind and caring member of our DRB family. We’ll all miss her dearly and wish her 
the best at Castleford Academy. 

In Maths this week, we have been continuing to learn about addition. To make learning both fun 
and engaging, we have used a range of methods: some children used mental addition, while 
others used written methods such as number lines or column addition. Some children benefited 
from a more hands-on learning approach and used manipulatives such as counters or blocks. 

During Ann’s BSL lessons she has been teaching the children about the Christianity story of 
Jesus. Ann highlighted Jesus’ teaching of inclusivity and diversity by showing love for all and 
acceptance of everybody. 

On Wednesday we enjoyed a Winter Road Show delivered by Knowsley Safari Park. The session 
focused on the Amur Tiger Conservation Project: we learnt how the Amur Tiger likes to live in 
solitary and that they urinate on trees to let other tigers know that the area is occupied. The 
scent of tiger urine was passed around the hall – we now understand why tigers stay away from 
one another’s areas! We also discovered that sadly, there are only 550 Amur Tigers left in the 
wild. 

DRB 2 



DRB 2 

 

This week has been a week of festive fun in Junior DRB. On Tuesday, children embarked 
on a magical journey through a Winter Wonderland, starting with the enchanting North 
Pole. Snowflakes sparkled as they explored icy landscapes dotted with twinkling lights. 
Excitement grew as they entered Candy Land, a vibrant realm filled with sugary delights 
and bustling elves preparing gifts. Giant candy canes lined the path, and gumdrop trees 
towered overhead. At the heart of it all, Father Christmas awaited, his warm smile 
lighting up the children’s faces. He greeted each child with a hearty laugh, sharing 
stories and spreading festive cheer. 

Thursday was Christmas Jumper and Christmas dinner day. School was full of Christmas 
cheer and everyone enjoyed their delicious lunches! Much fun was had by all on Friday 
as the children had the opportunity to bring in their favourite boardgame, we had Guess 
Who, Connect Four, Banana Blast, Operation, Headbandz and many more. 





Leadership Team 

Miss Clements Headteacher 

Mr England  Deputy Headteacher & SENDCo 

Ms Sweeney  Head of Deaf Resource Base 

Mrs O’Hanlon Forest School and Mental Health Lead 

Mrs Carson  School Business Manager 

 

Teachers 

Mrs Davies  Nursery 

Mrs England  Reception 

Mrs Nugent  Year 1 

Mr Houghton Year 2 

Mrs O’Hanlon/Mrs Cartwright Year 3 

Miss Kerr Year 4 

Mr Hall  Year 5 

Miss Hunter  Year 6 

Mrs Woods  DRB 1 

Mrs Rigg   DRB 2 



 

16th—19th December  Christmas productions (see next page) 

Friday 20th December  Christmas class parties (NO talent show) 

       1:30pm school closes for Xmas break 

Monday 6th January  INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Tuesday 7th January  School reopens to all pupils 

Thursday 13th February Harry Potter Night—family event 

17th—21st February  HALF TERM 

Monday 24th February INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Wednesday 5th March Lydiate Learning Trust launch—after  

        school event for families 

Thursday 6th Marc  World Book Day 

Friday 4th April   End of term 

 

Term dates for this year and next year are available on the school 

website: 

School Term Dates and Inset Days – Knotty Ash Primary School  

https://knottyashprimaryschool.co.uk/school-term-dates-and-inset-days/


 

Monday 16th Dec   9:15am  Year 5 & Year 6 performance 

       1:30pm  Year 3 & Year 4 performance 

Tuesday 17th Dec   9:15am  Year 1 & Year 2 performance 

       1:30pm  Year 5 & Year 6 performance 

Wednesday 18th Dec  9:15am  Year 3 & Year 4 performance 

       1:30pm  Year 1 & Year 2 performance 

Thursday 19th Dec   9:15am  Reception performance 

       10:30am Nursery performance 

       1:30pm  Church Service (school only) 

 

  

      



The latest edition of the Liverpool Parenting Newsletter is here. 

www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool  

You will find new information about local support available for families and 
children in Liverpool, along with information regarding events and activities 
on offer running from March to May 2023.   
 
We have also been sent information about Family Learning and Engagement 
Courses run by LCC Adult Learning Service.  This can be found on our school 
website, link here: 
https://knotty-ash-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/family-information-
and-support/ 
 
For families in receipt of benefits related free school meals, there are a varie-
ty of activities over the Summer break, all of which are free and include a 
meal: 
https://merseyplay.com/summer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023/  

 
Locally, St John’s Church offer a range of community groups and activities for 
families: 
https://www.stjohnsknottyash.org/our-community 
 
There’s also a range of groups and activities available at Yew Tree Children’s 

Centre for parents whose children are 0-5 years.  

https://liverpool.gov.uk/children-and-families/early-years-and-childcare/

childrens-centres/yew-tree-childrens-centre/ 

http://www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmerseyplay.com%2Fsummer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDobbingS%40liverpoolcity.mail.onmicrosoft.com%7Cfa610ad4fa6e4b4ca31d08db68308f15%7C270f62b38ca44d638a80ffcb1f61fe04%7C




 

60 kids' lunchbox recipes | BBC Good Food  

School packed lunch inspiration | BBC Good Food  

Healthy packed lunches - British Nutrition Foundation  

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/school-lunch-recipes
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/school-packed-lunch-inspiration
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/putting-it-into-practice/make-healthier-choices/healthy-packed-lunches/


  Is my child too ill for school? 

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school or nursery when they're unwell. 

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't. 

If you do keep your child at home, it's important to phone the school or nursery on the first day. Let them know 
that your child won't be in and give them the reason. 

If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, such as a cold sore or 

head lice, let their teacher know. 

Other illnesses  Follow this advice for other illnesses: 

Coughs and colds 

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever, keep them off 
school until the fever goes. 

Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 

High temperature 

If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away. 

Chickenpox 

If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. 

This is usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared. 

Cold sores 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a  cold sore. 

Encourage them not to touch the blister or to share things like cups and towels. 

Conjunctivitis 

You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. 

Get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly. 

COVID-19 
If your child has mild symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and feels well enough, they 
can go to school.  Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if they 
have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either: 

• have a high temperature 

• do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities 

Ear infection 

If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off school until they're 
feeling better or their high temperature goes away. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand, foot and mouth disease 

If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough, there’s no need to keep them off  school. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to wash their hands regularly. 

Head lice and nits 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice but tie hair back. 
You can treat head lice and nits without seeing a GP. 

Impetigo 

If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a GP, often with antibiotics. 
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they start antibiotic 
treatment. 
Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share things like towels and cups . 

Ringworm 

If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should see a GP. 
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment. 

Scarlet fever 

If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise they'll be infectious 
for 2 to 3 weeks. 
Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting antibiotics. 

Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease) 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because, once the rash ap-
pears, they're no longer infectious. 

But let the school or teacher know if you think your child has slapped cheek syndrome. 

Sore throat 

You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a high temperature, they 
should stay at home until it goes away. 

A sore throat and a high temperature can be symptoms of tonsillitis. 

Threadworms 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms. 

Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment. 

Vomiting and diarrhoea 

Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school until they have not been sick or had diarrhoea 
for at least 2 days (48 hours). 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tonsillitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/

