
FRIDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2024 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

First, I’m delighted to share some 

exciting news with you all… thanks to 

a lovely and convincing nomination 

from parents, Mrs Sweeney (our 

Head of Deaf Resource Base) has 

been shortlisted for Educate Awards’ 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR!   

This is a wonderful recognition of her dedication to the children at Knotty Ash. 

 

We’ve had a busy an brilliant week! 

Our Inset day on Monday was an opportunity for 

all the staff to have specialist PHONICS training 

in our new scheme, Read Write Inc.  It was such 

an interesting and motivating day! 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, we held our Fireworks Night at Bright Park.  

Thank you to everyone who joined us there.   

I hope you enjoyed it as much as we did!  



On Wednesday, some of our children attended St George’s 

Hall for an Anti-Bullying Schools’ Project event.  This was 

organised by Knotty Ash staff, who did an amazing job: 

creating a programme of workshops and videos for over 50 

other schools in Liverpool and beyond, then pulling 

together a fantastic event with signed songs, children’s 

writing and lots of VIPs to spread the word!  It really was a 

beautiful, uplifting morning!  

Special thanks to Miss Fisher, Mr Jones, Miss Hegarty, Mrs 

French, Mrs Edwards and Mrs Rigg. 

To end our brilliant week, we had some 

brilliant news!  Our Girls’ Football Team got 

through to the final of the Liverpool 

Schools’ Plate!  They’re a relatively new 

team so it’s even more impressive that 

they’ve pulled together to achieve this! 



 



Nursery 

Nursery have had an exciting first week back after half term . On Tuesday we celebrated 
Bonfire Night . We did some firework paintings and we made a big class firework collage 
using sticklebricks to make fireworks. We also made breadstick sparklers for snack. 

On Wednesday and Thursday we celebrated Diwali . We made Rangoli patterns   in 
maths , we traced some Mendhi patterns on hands to practise our fine motor skills.   We 
listened to the story of Rama and Sita and acted it out using patterns. We made divas 
with salt dough and we drew firework patterns on the IWB.  

The weather has been very dry and windy so we had great fun playing with all the Au-
tumn leaves, throwing them and collecting more in wheelbarrows.  

We finished planting all our winter pansies and daffodil bulbs  



Reception 

Reception have had a great first week back!!  

The children began the week making firework pictures and talking about firework safety! 
They enjoyed making a song up about the noises that fireworks make!! 

They have also loved learning all about Diwali, the festival of light!! They made Diwali 
cards, Diva lamps and preformed "This little light of mine" with the glockenspiels!!! It 
was amazing!! 

In maths, the children have been looking at the numbers 4 and 5 and the different ways 
in which these numbers can be represented!!  



Year 1 

 

This week the children came back ready to learn after their week off. In English, we 
explored fireworks looking at top tips to stay safe and looking at the sounds of 
fireworks before writing their own firework poetry. The children also created their 
own edible sparklers which they really enjoyed. In Maths, we've focused on how to 
write number sentences. They now know in an addition number sentence that the 
two parts can change but the answer must always stay the same and if the equals 
come at the front of our number sentence, then we have to remember so does the 
answer. In History, the children learnt about castles. They explored how castles were 
used in the past and how they are used today. We also looked at the defensive 
structure of castles learning about the drawbridge and moat. In Art, the children used 
their printing skills to print with paint and cabbage leaves this week. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed this activity. During our PE lesson this week, we looked at jumping 
forwards, backwards, side to side from two feet and landing on two feet. The children 
worked really hard during this lesson and developed their jumping skills. It has been a 
brilliant first week back! 



Year 2 

It's been a great first week back after our lovely Autumn break. Many of our children 
had photos of their half term activities posted on Seesaw: Halloween costumes, 
pumpkin picking and the River of Light. It was great to see so many lovely memories 
being made. In class this week we've started addition and subtraction in Maths and 
in English we read Anthony Browne's 'Gorilla' and thought about new adjectives. In 
Art, we used leaf rubbings to create different scenes and we also did some drama on 
Friday - recreating moments from 'The Tin Forest'.  

Have a great weekend everyone!  



Year 3 

Although it's only been short, Year 3's first week back has been a busy one. To 
prepare for Bonfire Night, we explored The Gunpowder Plot on Tuesday, imagining 
ourselves as Guido (Guy!) Fawkes under the House of Parliament. By candlelight 
(battery powered!), we wrote about our thoughts and feelings as we sat in the cellar 
awaiting to light the gunpowder. For 'Tuneful Tuesday', we read the poem 
'Remember, Remember' and learnt it by singing a catchy song! We also learnt about 
the dangers of fireworks and how to keep safe on Bonfire Night using the Firework 
Code. In English, we have been continuing writing then editing our own Greek 
Myths and are looking forward to 'publishing' them next week with our own 
illustrations. In Maths, we completed our monthly gig on TT Rock Stars and explored 
more strategies for addition and subtraction. The highlight of our week was a lovely 
Science lesson from our student teacher, Miss Smith, who taught us all about how 
we hear as well as sharing her own experience of being deaf.  



Year 4 

 

After an exciting half term break, Year 4 have had a very energic first week back! In maths 
we have continued to work on our column subtraction, taking it up an extra notch 
working on equations with more than one exchange. In English we have completed our 
draft for our Greek Myth and we even had a go at some editing, ready for publishing our 
stories next week! Our new PE topic is dance and we had a cracking PE lesson on the yard 
creating some standing and floor shapes and sequencing them together to create a short 
dance piece. In Geography we have finished our leaflets on the city of Athens and have 
filled it with lots of persuasive language on why it would be a fantastic place to visit. To 
celebrate Bonfire Night, we worked in pairs to complete a fire safety quiz and finished up 
our lesson with some Bonfire Night art!  



Year 5 

 

In Year 5 this week, we have made a busy start to the new half term! In Maths, we 
recapped on our column addition and subtraction which involved carrying over and 
exchanging. In English, we tackled a mega task! This involved planning, editing typing 
and submitting a piece of writing for the BBC 500 words competition. The children 
worked ever so hard and created some lovely stories that you will be able to explore 
during parents evening.  In the afternoons, we began our book wonder which the 
children will be exploring this term. We will focus on identity and also self-image. It’s 
going to be Really beneficial. We also had a swim and did some chess.  To finish the 
week off, we enjoyed a zoom with Mr Hall’s cousin, Sean, who works as a television 
producer on shows such as Made In Chelsea and TOWIE! It was lovely to hear how the 
children could get into production and even working in Television!  



Year 6 

Year 6 have had a busy first week back! We have been getting our creative writing 
brains working hard creating 500-word short stories for the BBC competition. We have 
submitted them today and look forward to seeing how our entries do in the 
competition. We have also started reading our new class term for the term, Wonder 
and looking at positive self-talk. We each choice our favourite body part and wrote 
about why is it an amazing part of us which was a lovely start to the topic. In maths, 
year 6 have been working incredibly hard this week using BIDMAS to order 
operations. I've been very impressed by their perseverance with some tricky 
questions and ability to support each other to understand . Not forgetting the 
amazing representation from year 6 outside of school this week. On Tuesday, the head 
pupils did us all proud talking at Hope University to students about motivation in 
school. On Wednesday, we had children participated in the signing choir performance 
in St George's Hall and to finish the week off, we had pupils working hard 
representation school in the girls’ football tournament.  

 



We've had a brilliant short week back from half-term in Infant DRB! The children returned 
focused and excited to dive into new activities. We started by sharing all the fun we had 
over the break, including Halloween night stories! 

In Language, we began a new topic with Ann, exploring the story 'Little Red Riding Hood'. 
The children have been busy identifying and labelling the characters in the story, bringing it 
to life in the classroom! 

In Maths, we've been learning about 2-D and 3-D shapes and their properties. The children 
practiced naming different shapes, grouping them by dimension, and counting sides for 
each 2-D shape. They noticed some similarities, like the shared number of sides between 
squares and rectangles! 

We also discussed Bonfire Night safety, highlighting potential dangers and creating safety 
posters to remind us how to stay safe around fireworks and bonfires. Lastly, we worked on 
a Remembrance Day craft, preparing for the observance on Sunday, November 10th. 

It’s been a great start to the new term, and we’re looking forward to more exciting learning 
ahead! 

DRB 1 



 

DRB 2 



Congratulations to Year 4!  

Every child should be in school every day,  

unless they are too ill.  

Whole school attendance this week  95.4% 

Class attendance winners Year 4  98.7% 

Class Attendance 

Reception 94.2% 

Year 1 93.6% 

Year 2 94.4% 

Year 3 97.1% 

Year 4 98.7% 

Year 5 96.2% 

Year 6 93.9% 





Leadership Team 

Miss Clements Headteacher 

Mr England  Deputy Headteacher & SENDCo 

Ms Sweeney  Head of Deaf Resource Base 

Mrs O’Hanlon Forest School and Mental Health Lead 

Mrs Carson  School Business Manager 

 

Teachers 

Mrs Davies  Nursery 

Mrs England  Reception 

Mrs Nugent  Year 1 

Mr Houghton Year 2 

Mrs O’Hanlon/Mrs Cartwright Year 3 

Miss Kerr Year 4 

Mr Hall  Year 5 

Miss Hunter  Year 6 

Mrs Woods  DRB 1 

Mrs Rigg   DRB 2 



 

28th Oct—1st Nov   HALF TERM WEEK 

Monday 4th Nov   INSET day—school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 5th Nov   School reopens at 8:50am   

       (breakfast club still available) 

Tuesday 5th Nov   Knotty Ash fireworks at Bright Park 5-7pm 

13th—15th Nov   Y5&6 Residential to Lockerbie 

Tuesday 18th Nov   Parent-teacher meetings 

Wednesday 19th Nov  Parent-teacher meetings 

Thursday 21st Nov   Lydiate Learning Trust Launch Day 

       (parents invited to after-school event) 

Wednesday 11th Nov  NSPCC/NDCS Online Safety event for DRB  

       Families 

 

Term dates for this year and next year are available on the school 

website: 

School Term Dates and Inset Days – Knotty Ash Primary School  

https://knottyashprimaryschool.co.uk/school-term-dates-and-inset-days/


 

Monday 16th Dec   9:15am  Year 5 & Year 6 performance 

       1:30pm  Year 3 & Year 4 performance 

Tuesday 17th Dec   9:15am  Year 1 & Year 2 performance 

       1:30pm  Year 5 & Year 6 performance 

Wednesday 18th Dec  9:15am  Year 3 & Year 4 performance 

       1:30pm  Year 1 & Year 2 performance 

Thursday 19th Dec   9:15am  EYFS performance 

       1:30pm  Church Service (tbc) 

 

 

 



The latest edition of the Liverpool Parenting Newsletter is here. 

www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool  

You will find new information about local support available for families and 
children in Liverpool, along with information regarding events and activities 
on offer running from March to May 2023.   
 
We have also been sent information about Family Learning and Engagement 
Courses run by LCC Adult Learning Service.  This can be found on our school 
website, link here: 
https://knotty-ash-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/family-information-
and-support/ 
 
For families in receipt of benefits related free school meals, there are a varie-
ty of activities over the Summer break, all of which are free and include a 
meal: 
https://merseyplay.com/summer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023/  

 
Locally, St John’s Church offer a range of community groups and activities for 
families: 
https://www.stjohnsknottyash.org/our-community 
 
There’s also a range of groups and activities available at Yew Tree Children’s 

Centre for parents whose children are 0-5 years.  

https://liverpool.gov.uk/children-and-families/early-years-and-childcare/

childrens-centres/yew-tree-childrens-centre/ 

http://www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmerseyplay.com%2Fsummer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDobbingS%40liverpoolcity.mail.onmicrosoft.com%7Cfa610ad4fa6e4b4ca31d08db68308f15%7C270f62b38ca44d638a80ffcb1f61fe04%7C






 

60 kids' lunchbox recipes | BBC Good Food  

School packed lunch inspiration | BBC Good Food  

Healthy packed lunches - British Nutrition Foundation  

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/school-lunch-recipes
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/school-packed-lunch-inspiration
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/putting-it-into-practice/make-healthier-choices/healthy-packed-lunches/


  Is my child too ill for school? 

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school or nursery when they're unwell. 

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't. 

If you do keep your child at home, it's important to phone the school or nursery on the first day. Let them know 
that your child won't be in and give them the reason. 

If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, such as a cold sore or 

head lice, let their teacher know. 

Other illnesses  Follow this advice for other illnesses: 

Coughs and colds 

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever, keep them off 
school until the fever goes. 

Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 

High temperature 

If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away. 

Chickenpox 

If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. 

This is usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared. 

Cold sores 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a  cold sore. 

Encourage them not to touch the blister or to share things like cups and towels. 

Conjunctivitis 

You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. 

Get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly. 

COVID-19 
If your child has mild symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and feels well enough, they 
can go to school.  Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if they 
have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either: 

• have a high temperature 

• do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities 

Ear infection 

If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off school until they're 
feeling better or their high temperature goes away. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand, foot and mouth disease 

If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough, there’s no need to keep them off  school. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to wash their hands regularly. 

Head lice and nits 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice but tie hair back. 
You can treat head lice and nits without seeing a GP. 

Impetigo 

If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a GP, often with antibiotics. 
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they start antibiotic 
treatment. 
Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share things like towels and cups . 

Ringworm 

If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should see a GP. 
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment. 

Scarlet fever 

If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise they'll be infectious 
for 2 to 3 weeks. 
Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting antibiotics. 

Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease) 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because, once the rash ap-
pears, they're no longer infectious. 

But let the school or teacher know if you think your child has slapped cheek syndrome. 

Sore throat 

You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a high temperature, they 
should stay at home until it goes away. 

A sore throat and a high temperature can be symptoms of tonsillitis. 

Threadworms 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms. 

Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment. 

Vomiting and diarrhoea 

Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school until they have not been sick or had diarrhoea 
for at least 2 days (48 hours). 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tonsillitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/

