
FRIDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 2024 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thanks to everyone who attended Parent-Teacher meetings this week.  It’s 

always good to share how well our children are doing.  Nursery also had the 

chance to catch-up during this week’s Stay-&-Play sessions.  This week has 

also seen some other special events... 

 

Our Children in Need fundraising raised a massive £406.02!  

Thank you to everyone who bought a raffle ticket or pens/

badges, as well as to all of you who sent in a money 

donation on Friday 15th.  We held an assembly on Monday 

18th to draw the Pudsey raffle.  

Our lucky winners were:  

 Jacob Williams, Year 3 - first prize 

 Thomas Nicholson, Year 6 - second prize 

 Mason C, Year 5 - third prize 

 

TTRockstars has been a fantastic focus for us all week, with 

challenges and a nail-biting inter-class competition!  The 

week culminated in a brilliant Rockstar day on Friday—well 

done everyone; you all looked fabulous!   

BIG THANKS to Miss Kerr for organising the week and 

making it so much fun! 



Sugar Awareness Week also took place this week... 



Dear Parents/ carers, 

We are extremely lucky to have been chosen for an MHST information event 

about their new parent course at 9:15am on Friday 6th December. If you would 

like to find out more about the course and are available to attend please 

complete the google form to ensure we have enough seats and biscuits.   

https://forms.gle/9yNkanFqLsVLypDX9 

Kind Regards 

Mrs O’Hanlon 

Mental Health Lead 

https://forms.gle/9yNkanFqLsVLypDX9


 



 



Nursery 

This week in nursery we have had Stay and Play and all our mums and dads have been 
coming in to play with us . We have had lots of fun showing them how clever we are 
and introducing them to our friends.  

We have been continuing with Nursery Rhyme week and this week our rhymes have 
been The big ship sails - we did some fun floating and sinking activities in the water 
tray , Incy wincy spider - we sequenced the rhyme and 5 currant buns - we did some 
number ordering activities. We made our own musical instruments to play while we 
sang our rhymes .  

We went to Forest school in the snow and ice on Tuesday and had fun throwing snow-
balls and looking at ice patterns.  



Reception 

 



Year 1 

 

What a great week we've had in Year 1. On Monday, the children learnt about their 
senses in Science focusing on taste and touch. They really enjoyed trying different 
foods and deciding whether they were sweet, sour, bitter or salty. In RE, this week 
we looked at different celebrations we might have throughout the year. The 
children shared stories of how they celebrate and then drew their favourite 
celebration. In Maths, we have been looking at number bonds within 10 
progressing on to number bonds to 10. The children have tried really hard with this 
concept and are starting to recall number bonds to 10 number facts from memory. 
During our English lessons this week we've explored poetry. As we are learning 
about our senses in Science, the children wrote their own sense poem linked to an 
emotion. They worked so hard and it paid off with the work they produced, the 
children should be so proud of themselves. In PE, we have been focusing on our 
jumping skills, this week they went on a dragon adventure which they really 
enjoyed. Friday was rockstar day! They enjoyed playing numberbots working on 
their Maths skills and rocking out to a song to be played in our assembly. Well done 
for another great week Year 1 and we hope everyone has a lovely weekend! 



Year 2 

Year 2 have shown their brawn as well as their brains this week! They wrapped up 
warm and set off for Forest School on Tuesday, exploring the frozen ground and 
snow dusted branches of our trees. In P.E., they've been working on their jumping 
and landing skills - which included swinging on ropes over a crocodile infested 
swamp and landing neatly and safely on a bench! In the brains department, the 
children have been exploring 'Granddad's Island' by Benji Davies and we'll be 
using this to explore 'Memories and Treasure'. We'll be discovering what 
memories and possessions the children hold onto and why. In Maths, we're 
working on column addition and exchanging across place value columns, using 
counters and blocks on tables to help the children understand. As ever, they're 
working very hard indeed and making great progress. Have a great weekend 
everyone! 



Year 3 

It was lovely to catch-up with all our families at the start of this week to celebrate 
Year 3's wonderful work and attitude during their first term in the Juniors. We are 
very proud of you all. We enjoyed another brilliant mental health and wellbeing 
session with Toni from LFC on Tuesday, talking about how we can cope with our 
worries. In Science, we continued to explore hearing with Miss Smith and had fun 
learning about bones with Mrs O'Hanlon's new skeleton pal!  

In Reading Explorers, we read an extract from Stuart Little, thinking about how to 
summarise the main points using a timeline as well as hashtags. In English, we 
have all finished writing our own Greek Myth so are very proud of our completed 
story books and in Maths, we have further explored addition, subtraction and 
multiples of 3. But of course, the best part of our week has been our TT Rock Stars 
Battle of the Bands against Year 4 which culminated in our exciting dress-up day 
on Friday! It was a close tournament but we just pipped Year 4 at the post 
with1148 points to their 1020 points. Well done to all the children in Year 3 and 
Year 4 for a fun and friendly battle - you are all our Rock Heroes!  



Year 4 

 

Wow, what a busy but exciting week in Year 4! Well done to everyone who took 
part in our TTRS battle of the band's competition! The children enjoyed celebrating 
on Friday making music videos and dancing along to rock songs. In English we 
designed our own Lego figure, looking at the Lego friend's collection which 
represents children with a range of physical and hidden disabilities. The class 
recognised that sometimes these characters faced challenges but it did not define 
who they are. In maths we started our new topic of multiplication and division 
focusing on the 3- and 6-times tables. We had a lovely visitor in class for our science 
lesson this week, Goldie the Skeleton who helped us identify and label parts of the 
human skeleton.  



Year 5 

 

It’s been a great week in year 5! We have enjoyed learning about multiples which 
has really helped with our times tables rockstar week! Year 5 were fabulous at 
home and managed to gain over 2000 points in our TTRS competition! A special 
mention to Oliver Harris and Ellis Harrison who battled it out for top spot. In the 
afternoons, we enjoyed starting our topic on volcanoes and also enjoyed some 
mindfulness and chess on Friday afternoon.  We also started using century AI to 
help develop our English and Maths skills as learners! In English this week, we 
explored fronted adverbials- it was thoroughly enjoyable!  



Year 6 

 

After an amazing time away in Scotland, year 6 have come back to an action-packed 
week. We started it of my making the most of the snow and trying out hand at some 
small world photography creating scenes for mini figures. In maths, we have thrown 
ourselves into the tricky new topic of fractions and are getting to grips with 
equivalence. In science, we have been getting active looking at the muscles of the 
body and different stretches we can do for each muscle. We have also loved the tense 
battle with year 5 for the TTrockstars championship. Year 6 have been amazing all 
week at home and in school practicing their skills but unfortunately were narrowly 
beaten! Next time we'll catch them!  



Another brilliant week in infant DRB! We’ve had so much fun stepping into the world of 
Little Red Riding Hood. The children have loved taking on the roles of each character, 
exploring what they do and who they are in each scene. It’s been wonderful to see their 
creativity come to life. In maths, we’ve been working on the part-whole model for 
numbers within 10, building strong connections with addition. The children have been 
engaged and making great progress. We also rocked out for Times Tables Rock Stars, 
dressing up as rock stars and celebrating our love for maths. The children have been 
busy completing Numbots challenges too – what a fantastic effort from everyone! Keep 
up the amazing work, Infant DRB! 

DRB 1 



I must start by saying another huge congratulations to our very own Teacher of the Year, 
Mrs Sweeney. We are all so incredibly proud of you. Thank you for everything you do for 
every single child, their family and school staff. 

With this terms Inclusive Curriculum focus being Identity and Diversity the children in 
Junior DRB watched extracts from the film 'Finding Nemo'. Finding Nemo explores 
identity through Marlin’s journey of self-discovery as he overcomes fear and embraces 
trust, while Nemo learns to value his abilities despite physical differences. The film also 
celebrates diversity by showcasing characters with unique traits—like Dory’s memory 
challenges and Gill’s scars—emphasizing acceptance, collaboration, and the strength 
found in differences. There was a chill in the air on Tuesday morning and to everyone's 
delight it had snowed! Much fun was had by all at break time - the children wrapped up 
warm and headed out into the cold. Even though there wasn't an enormous amount of 
snow, India managed to build a snowman! Throughout the week the children have 
enjoyed competing against each other and other classes, on TTRS in Battle of the Bands, 
to be named the child/class gathering the most points. Everyone rocked the 'Rock Star' 
look on Friday too. 

DRB 2 



Congratulations to Year 6 ! 

Every child should be in school every day,  

unless they are too ill.  

Whole school attendance this week  93.4% 

Class attendance winners Year 6  96.8% 

Class Attendance 

Reception 90.6% 

Year 1 90.3% 

Year 2 90.9% 

Year 3 96.7% 

Year 4 97.1% 

Year 5 91.2% 

Year 6 96.8% 





Leadership Team 

Miss Clements Headteacher 

Mr England  Deputy Headteacher & SENDCo 

Ms Sweeney  Head of Deaf Resource Base 

Mrs O’Hanlon Forest School and Mental Health Lead 

Mrs Carson  School Business Manager 

 

Teachers 

Mrs Davies  Nursery 

Mrs England  Reception 

Mrs Nugent  Year 1 

Mr Houghton Year 2 

Mrs O’Hanlon/Mrs Cartwright Year 3 

Miss Kerr Year 4 

Mr Hall  Year 5 

Miss Hunter  Year 6 

Mrs Woods  DRB 1 

Mrs Rigg   DRB 2 



 

Tuesday 10th December Santa visiting Knotty Ash! 

       After–school craft sale and grotto  

Wednesday 11th Nov  NSPCC/NDCS Online Safety event for DRB  

       Families 

Thursday 12th Nov   Xmas Jumper Day & Xmas Dinner 

Friday 13th December  Bring a game to school day 

16th—19th December  Christmas productions (see next page) 

Friday 20th December  Christmas class parties (NO talent show) 

       1:30pm school closes for Xmas break 

 

Term dates for this year and next year are available on the school 

website: 

School Term Dates and Inset Days – Knotty Ash Primary School  

 

https://knottyashprimaryschool.co.uk/school-term-dates-and-inset-days/


 

Monday 16th Dec   9:15am  Year 5 & Year 6 performance 

       1:30pm  Year 3 & Year 4 performance 

Tuesday 17th Dec   9:15am  Year 1 & Year 2 performance 

       1:30pm  Year 5 & Year 6 performance 

Wednesday 18th Dec  9:15am  Year 3 & Year 4 performance 

       1:30pm  Year 1 & Year 2 performance 

Thursday 19th Dec   9:15am  EYFS performance 

       1:30pm  Church Service (tbc) 

 

 

 



The latest edition of the Liverpool Parenting Newsletter is here. 

www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool  

You will find new information about local support available for families and 
children in Liverpool, along with information regarding events and activities 
on offer running from March to May 2023.   
 
We have also been sent information about Family Learning and Engagement 
Courses run by LCC Adult Learning Service.  This can be found on our school 
website, link here: 
https://knotty-ash-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/family-information-
and-support/ 
 
For families in receipt of benefits related free school meals, there are a varie-
ty of activities over the Summer break, all of which are free and include a 
meal: 
https://merseyplay.com/summer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023/  

 
Locally, St John’s Church offer a range of community groups and activities for 
families: 
https://www.stjohnsknottyash.org/our-community 
 
There’s also a range of groups and activities available at Yew Tree Children’s 

Centre for parents whose children are 0-5 years.  

https://liverpool.gov.uk/children-and-families/early-years-and-childcare/

childrens-centres/yew-tree-childrens-centre/ 

http://www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmerseyplay.com%2Fsummer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDobbingS%40liverpoolcity.mail.onmicrosoft.com%7Cfa610ad4fa6e4b4ca31d08db68308f15%7C270f62b38ca44d638a80ffcb1f61fe04%7C






 

60 kids' lunchbox recipes | BBC Good Food  

School packed lunch inspiration | BBC Good Food  

Healthy packed lunches - British Nutrition Foundation  

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/school-lunch-recipes
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/school-packed-lunch-inspiration
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/putting-it-into-practice/make-healthier-choices/healthy-packed-lunches/


  Is my child too ill for school? 

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school or nursery when they're unwell. 

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't. 

If you do keep your child at home, it's important to phone the school or nursery on the first day. Let them know 
that your child won't be in and give them the reason. 

If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, such as a cold sore or 

head lice, let their teacher know. 

Other illnesses  Follow this advice for other illnesses: 

Coughs and colds 

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever, keep them off 
school until the fever goes. 

Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 

High temperature 

If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away. 

Chickenpox 

If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. 

This is usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared. 

Cold sores 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a  cold sore. 

Encourage them not to touch the blister or to share things like cups and towels. 

Conjunctivitis 

You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. 

Get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly. 

COVID-19 
If your child has mild symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and feels well enough, they 
can go to school.  Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if they 
have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either: 

• have a high temperature 

• do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities 

Ear infection 

If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off school until they're 
feeling better or their high temperature goes away. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand, foot and mouth disease 

If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough, there’s no need to keep them off  school. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to wash their hands regularly. 

Head lice and nits 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice but tie hair back. 
You can treat head lice and nits without seeing a GP. 

Impetigo 

If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a GP, often with antibiotics. 
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they start antibiotic 
treatment. 
Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share things like towels and cups . 

Ringworm 

If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should see a GP. 
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment. 

Scarlet fever 

If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise they'll be infectious 
for 2 to 3 weeks. 
Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting antibiotics. 

Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease) 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because, once the rash ap-
pears, they're no longer infectious. 

But let the school or teacher know if you think your child has slapped cheek syndrome. 

Sore throat 

You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a high temperature, they 
should stay at home until it goes away. 

A sore throat and a high temperature can be symptoms of tonsillitis. 

Threadworms 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms. 

Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment. 

Vomiting and diarrhoea 

Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school until they have not been sick or had diarrhoea 
for at least 2 days (48 hours). 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tonsillitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/

