
FRIDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2024 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As usual, it’s hard to believe we’ve only been back in school for 3 weeks!  

There’s so much going on and it’s lovely to see the children enjoying their 

learning and the variety of activities in school.  This week, we’ve had 

National Coding Day, when children have learnt more about creating 

computer instructions, and year 2 even met a real-life robot!  There have 

also been lots of creative learning opportunities! 

 

 

 



 

Forest School 

Thank you to everyone for sending in 

appropriate clothing and footwear for 

your child’s fortnightly Forest School 

session.  They sometimes have some 

very wet and muddy conditions —but 

that’s all part of the fun! 

 

 

Reception Applications 

If you are looking for a Reception place for your child to start in September 
2025, then we are offering an open evening for prospective parents on  

Wednesday 9th October at 4:30pm 

 

Y5&Y6 to Lockerbie 

There will be a parents’ information session about this forthcoming 
residential trip.  Please join us in the school hall on Monday 23rd September 
at 3:30pm 

 

Y5 Swimming 

We’re really sorry that Year 5 haven’t had their first swimming lesson of the 
year yet.  The pool is still undergoing repairs and we haven’t been told an 
expected re-opening date.  Liverpool Council had hoped to have it ready for 
last Thursday but it didn’t happen.  We’ll keep you informed as we hear. 



 

Curriculum 

This half-term,  the curriculum focuses on the theme of Social Justice & Equity. 

This half-terms topic of Social Justice and Equity encourages the children to 

start thinking about fairness and how different groups in our global society 

may be treated better or worse than others.  Our younger children read ‘The 

Paper Bag Princess’ where the princess saves the prince, and they learn about 

kings and queens,  comparing gender equality and stereotypes in the past and 

now.  Older children learn about the Ancient Greeks, focusing on how 

knowledge is discovered and passed down through history.  They also enjoy 

the Greek myths, learning about famous gods and heroes.  Our oldest children  

study Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  They’ll learn about the playwright and 

find out why his plays are still so popular today.  Using the play as a starting 

point, they’ll think about street crime, gangs and peer pressure, and most 

importantly, how to be safe from bad influences. 

Year 1 & 2 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

A unit about gender 

equality; kings and queens 

through history, 

comparison of Elizabeth I 

and Elizabeth II; study of 

castles. 

Children learn that knowledge 

is discovered and built upon 

through generations; study of 

the Ancient Greeks and 

influence on today’s world, in 

particular magnetism and 

democracy. 

A study of Shakespeare’s Romeo 

& Juliet and exploration of the 

issues within the play, which still 

resonate today. Focus on 

communicative and collaborative 

skills.  



Nursery 

This week it has been lovely and sunny so we have been able to go outside and have 
lots of fun . We had our first PE lesson on the all weather pitch where we practised 
our bean bag and hoop skills.  Then we had our first visit to the adventure playground 
which we thoroughly enjoyed . 

Our  topic this half term is Identity  and Diversity so we have been thinking about how 
we are all different . We made face collages and we started doing our family trees.  

We had fun doing dough disco this week to our 70s disco tunes . We learned to 
squeeze and roll the dough.  

We are loving out new outdoor toys and have been building lots of different towers, 
castles and dens with our new wooden blocks. 



Reception 

Reception have had another wonderful week! They children have been getting used to 
their new routine. They have been enjoying lots of phonics games and their PE sessions!! 

In phonics the children have been listening to all of the sounds they hear in words and 
blending them together! They have really enjoyed the book "You Choose" and have com-
pleted some lovely work and created their own stories. 

I'm Maths sessions the children have been looking at amounts and numbers that match 
and also sorting different objects in to groups!!! To finish the week, the children enjoyed 
a lovey relaxing massage session with Mrs Wood!  



Year 1 

Year 1 have had a brilliant week. We've continued reading the story of the Paper Bag 
Princess using our drama skills to re-enact part of the story and looked at how questions 
are used within the story. The children are in suspense to find out whether Princess Eliz-
abeth will be able to save Prince Ronald. In Maths, we've continued looking at numbers 
within 10 focusing on numbers written as words, representing numbers to 10 in differ-
ent ways and counting on from any number within 10. In Science, we discussed the 
difference between an object and its material. In Art, we have started a new unit about 
Andy Warhol. The children enjoyed learning about who Andy Warhol was in preparation 
for creating some artwork inspired by him. The children were able to spend an after-
noon in Forest School this week which they thoroughly enjoyed.  



Year 2 

 

Wow what a week we've had! We had a robot visit for National Coding Day on Friday 
and the children had him try to make a jam sandwich. The results were not 
particularly successful at first! In the end though, we got the instructions just right.  

Also, the children finished their first extended write and I was hugely impressed with 
everyone's efforts. I think parents will be very impressed when they see the finished 
pieces on parent's evening. In the burrow, the children had a great week too and all of 
our staff are so pleased with how well the children are settling in to their schooling.  

Have a great weekend everyone. 



Year 3 

Year 3 have had a busy week learning about the Greek Gods. They have made and used 
their masks to make freeze frames of the Pandora's box story and looked at the Olympic 
events and patterns for their Greek pots in Art. In Maths they have been counting in hun-
dreds up to a thousand; adding and taking 100 away. In Science they investigated mag-
nets and sorted materials by if they were magnetic or not. They also enjoyed their first 
Forest School session on Monday and liked showing their parents around our class at the 
Meet the Teacher event on Tuesday. 



Year 4 

 

This week year 4 have been expressing their artistic talents through some music and 
drama! In music we have been studying the pop genre, in particular ABBA and their hits 
Mamma Mia and Dancing Queen! We had a fabulous sing along and even played the 
glockenspiel to Mamma Mia.  

This week in history we learnt all about Ancient Greek theatre and made our own Greek 
masks based on the characters from Pandora's box. We re-told the story using our masks 
and acting skills to produce some fantastic freeze frames.  

In maths we have continued to work on our topic of Place Value, practicing flexible 
partitioning of numbers up to 10,000. In English we finished off the week by creating our 
very own Greek God Top Trump cards, highlighting their powers and strength. 

This week's science lesson involved a very exciting experiment to test the strength of 
magnets, we had a blast!  



Year 5 

 

It's been a busy, old week in Year 5 - just the way we like it! We have been really 
impressed by Year 5’s determination and hard work! We began looking at a person 
called William Shakespeare who, as it turned out, was a very famous playwright! We 
researched him and even explored his life timeline! In Maths, we enjoyed partitioning 
and playing with numbers up to one million! We also did some excellent research 
when we explored, in more detail, how to write biographically! Furthermore, as 
swimming was cancelled, we were able to explore Gaelic Football! We began by 
seeing how to pick up a football and also how to pass a football! We even had a bit of 
nice weather when we did it! In Science, we learned about the components of blood 
and what they do in the human body. We made models of blood vessels to help our 
understanding! To round up the week, we had a great session of chess and then did a 
religion lesson where we recapped on the tenets of Islam! It was really interesting! 



Year 6 

 

Year 6 have had another busy week!  

In maths they’ve been working really hard finishing of our place value topic looking 
at the number lines, rounding and negative numbers. We got active creating our own 
number line as a class and completed a negative number loop game. We have 
conducted some amazing research on Shakespeare and loved going on a retrieval 
hunt for information around the classroom. We were particularly amazing by the 
about of words and phrases Shakespeare invented that we still use today! In science 
they created blood bags, combining the different ‘components’ of the blood, which 
made the classroom smell very interesting. In art we finished our self portraits which 
look amazing and finished the week with another great chess lesson.  



This week, in Junior DRB, the children had lots of fun learning about coding as part of 
National Coding Week. They started off by learning the meaning of vocabulary such as 
‘algorithm’ (instructions in a specific order), ‘code’ (inputting the instructions into the 
computer) and ‘debug’ (finding and fixing an error). The children used their newly acquired 
vocab when figuring out the algorithm to a dance sequence and then coding and debugging 
it on the playground. The children worked so well in teams and after lots of determination 
and perseverance they cracked the code! 

Also, this week, some children have enjoyed Ann’s BSL sessions where the focus has been on 
Greek Mythology. A particular favourite was The Minotaur: monster of Crete that had the 
body of a man and the head of a bull! While other children enjoyed sharing Autumn stories 
with Ann followed by producing some lovely sentences. 

In maths, the children have been exploring different ways of accurately counting large 
amounts of objects: they concluded that counting in multiples was the most effective way. 

DRB 2 



Leadership Team 

Miss Clements Headteacher 

Mr England  Deputy Headteacher & SENDCo 

Ms Sweeney  Head of Deaf Resource Base 

Mrs O’Hanlon Forest School and Mental Health Lead 

Mrs Carson  School Business Manager 

 

Teachers 

Mrs Davies  Nursery 

Mrs England  Reception 

Mrs Nugent  Year 1 

Mr Houghton Year 2 

Mrs O’Hanlon/Mrs Cartwright Year 3 

Miss Kerr Year 4 

Mr Hall  Year 5 

Miss Hunter  Year 6 

Mrs Woods  DRB 1 

Mrs Rigg   DRB 2 



 

Tuesday 17th Sept   3:20pm  Meet the Teacher Open Event 

Friday 27th Sept   Liverpool Maths Party—themed day  

Wednesday 9th Oct  Open evening for parents/carers looking 

       for Reception places from Sept ‘25 

Friday 18th October  Flu Immunisations in school 

Friday 25th October  School finishes at 3:20pm for half-term   

       (after-school care still available) 

28th Oct—1st Nov   HALF TERM WEEK 

Monday 4th Nov   INSET day—school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 5th Nov   School reopens at 8:50am   

       (breakfast club still available) 

Tuesday 5th Nov   Knotty Ash fireworks at Bright Park 

 

Term dates for this year and next year are available on the school 

website: 

School Term Dates and Inset Days – Knotty Ash Primary School  

https://knottyashprimaryschool.co.uk/school-term-dates-and-inset-days/


The latest edition of the Liverpool Parenting Newsletter is here. 

www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool  

You will find new information about local support available for families and 
children in Liverpool, along with information regarding events and activities 
on offer running from March to May 2023.   
 
We have also been sent information about Family Learning and Engagement 
Courses run by LCC Adult Learning Service.  This can be found on our school 
website, link here: 
https://knotty-ash-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/family-information-
and-support/ 
 
For families in receipt of benefits related free school meals, there are a varie-
ty of activities over the Summer break, all of which are free and include a 
meal: 
https://merseyplay.com/summer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023/  

 
Locally, St John’s Church offer a range of community groups and activities for 
families: 
https://www.stjohnsknottyash.org/our-community 
 
There’s also a range of groups and activities available at Yew Tree Children’s 

Centre for parents whose children are 0-5 years.  

https://liverpool.gov.uk/children-and-families/early-years-and-childcare/

childrens-centres/yew-tree-childrens-centre/ 

http://www.allabout-family.co.uk/liverpool
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmerseyplay.com%2Fsummer-haf-holiday-activities-food-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDobbingS%40liverpoolcity.mail.onmicrosoft.com%7Cfa610ad4fa6e4b4ca31d08db68308f15%7C270f62b38ca44d638a80ffcb1f61fe04%7C








  Is my child too ill for school? 

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school or nursery when they're unwell. 

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't. 

If you do keep your child at home, it's important to phone the school or nursery on the first day. Let them know 
that your child won't be in and give them the reason. 

If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, such as a cold sore or 

head lice, let their teacher know. 

Other illnesses  Follow this advice for other illnesses: 

Coughs and colds 

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever, keep them off 
school until the fever goes. 

Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 

High temperature 

If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away. 

Chickenpox 

If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. 

This is usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared. 

Cold sores 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a  cold sore. 

Encourage them not to touch the blister or to share things like cups and towels. 

Conjunctivitis 

You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. 

Get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly. 

COVID-19 
If your child has mild symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and feels well enough, they 
can go to school.  Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if they 
have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either: 

• have a high temperature 

• do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities 

Ear infection 

If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off school until they're 
feeling better or their high temperature goes away. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand, foot and mouth disease 

If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough, there’s no need to keep them off  school. 

Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to wash their hands regularly. 

Head lice and nits 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice but tie hair back. 
You can treat head lice and nits without seeing a GP. 

Impetigo 

If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a GP, often with antibiotics. 
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they start antibiotic 
treatment. 
Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share things like towels and cups . 

Ringworm 

If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should see a GP. 
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment. 

Scarlet fever 

If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise they'll be infectious 
for 2 to 3 weeks. 
Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting antibiotics. 

Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease) 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because, once the rash ap-
pears, they're no longer infectious. 

But let the school or teacher know if you think your child has slapped cheek syndrome. 

Sore throat 

You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a high temperature, they 
should stay at home until it goes away. 

A sore throat and a high temperature can be symptoms of tonsillitis. 

Threadworms 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms. 

Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment. 

Vomiting and diarrhoea 

Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school until they have not been sick or had diarrhoea 
for at least 2 days (48 hours). 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tonsillitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/

